
Note of last City Regions Board meeting

Title: City Regions Board

Date: Monday 20 October 2014

Venue: Westminster Suite, 8th Floor, Local Government House, Smith Square, 
London, SW1P 3HZ

Attendance

An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note

Item Decisions and actions Action

1  Declarations of Interest
 
There were no declarations of interest.

2  Update on the Work Programme
 
Members noted the Update and asked that officers explore the potential 
for ensuring that the City Regions debate remains at the top of the political 
agenda.

ACTION:  Officers to prepare proposals for future work.

Members noted that the focus of the January Meeting would be work 
carried out on skills, employment and welfare reform.

3  Nomination to Cross Board Task and Finish Group on local 
government's role in an ageing society
 
The City Regions Board had been asked to nominate one member to sit 
on a new LGA Cross Board Task and Finish Group on local government’s 
role in respect of an ageing society. 

The aim of this time limited group will be to review the future role of local 
government in respect of an ageing society; the opportunities and 
challenges that an ageing society presents and how local government 
might prepare itself in the immediate and longer term to respond to these.  
It is expected to publish its findings in March/April 2015.

The Board appointed Cllr Helen Holland as their representative on the 
CWB task group exploring the role of local government in an ageing 
society.

ACTION:  CWB officers to be advised of appointment and to follow up 
with Cllr Holland.
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4  City Growth Commission
 
The LGA City Regions Board has been a sponsor of the City Growth 
Commission, alongside Core Cities, London Councils and the Greater 
London Authority with the aim of bringing prominent business and third 
party voices to the debate.

The Commission has been in the process of evidence-gathering, research 
and analysis since October 2013, holding expert seminars and 
roundtables, hearing from local leaders and engaging with civil servants 
and national party politicians and special advisors, as well as a range of 
organisations and institutions. Four reports have previously been released 
and with the final report due to be launched on 22 October.

Jim O’Neil (Chair of the Commission) and Charlotte Aldritt (Commission 
Secretary) set out their key findings, due to be published in METRO 
GROWTH:  THE UK’S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

In Summary: 

The report covers tax, spending and delivery and identities the following 
as key opportunities/issues:

 Connectivity between city regions
 Digital High Speed
 The ageing Population
 Skills
 The need for integration of social and economic policy.

Members raised the following points:

 More drilling down of the data would be welcomed;
 There needs to be a way to take account of the impact of the 

resources of non-city regions such as Oxford and Cambridge 
universities;

 The report may need to be updated to reflect the devolution debate 
although it was also recognised that this was not the only driver behind 
the city regions agenda;

 It was felt that many of the freedoms could equally be offered to non-
mets;

 There was a need to engage the wider business community in this 
issue;

 The absence of a City Region in the SW could be a problem;
 Governance should reflect different socio-economic 

conditions/characteristics (e.g. Mayoral roles work in some areas, not 
others); and

 Concern that ‘Growth’ should not be seen as the totality of the debate 
on City regions.

 The combined authority model will lead to loss of powers at the local 
level but may be a necessary part of the journey

ACTION: Jim O’Neill to take account of members views in any future 
development of the work.

http://www.citygrowthcommission.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Metro-Growth-February-2014.pdf
http://www.citygrowthcommission.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Metro-Growth-February-2014.pdf
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5  The Future of local growth and advancing the local devolution 
agenda
 
Item 5 and item 7 were considered jointly by Members. 

Item 5 on the future of local growth provided reflections of a Chatham 
House (official level) discussion with Government officials who were joined 
by the LGA Board’s Chief Executives, advisors (core and key cities) and 
senior representatives of the LEP Network 

Item 7 gave the board sight of the background paper going to the LGA 
Executive on 23 October. Members were asked to consider how the Board 
can best advocate for the interests of city regions as the debate on 
devolution develops in the context of key issues such as;

 the right ‘shape’ of an English devolution settlement; 
 the detailed balance between devolving functions, central funding 

and local taxing powers; and 
 how to approach a potentially lengthy devolution debate and 

negotiation against a background of political complexity and 
uncertainty.

.
Members noted the key points in each paper and also expressed concern 
that:

 The Civil Service may not be able to embrace the pace of change that 
Local Government would like to see in any transfer of powers; and

 LEPs are not working well with Local Government in some areas.

ACTION: Officers and members reflect the key messages set out in 
item 5 in the ongoing devolution debate and to also take 
account of members’ additional concerns (above) as the 
debate progresses.

6  Independent local government finance commission
 
The LGA and CIPFA have established an Independent Commission on 
Local Government Finance tasked with making recommendations for the 
reform of local government finance and finding better ways to fund local 
services and promote economic growth in England. In advance of the 
imminent interim report (based on analysis of the Commission’s call for 
written evidence) Members were asked to consider any issues that the 
Board may wish to discuss further with the Finance Commission or any 
issues they may want to commission more analysis directly, in light of their 
broader discussion on devolution.
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Members noted the work of the Independent Commission on Local 
Government Finance and made the following suggestions:

 That a hierarchy for devolution be developed (e.g. Skills – very 
easy, fiscal – very difficult)

 That some assessment is made of the relationship between rural 
and city regions

 That some evaluation is made of the de-centralisation of Welfare 
and social care

 Explore the client group involved in the transfer from national level 
funders to local funders

ACTION: Officers to raise with the Finance Commission and/or 
consider in shaping the devolution debate. 

7  Advancing the English devolution agenda
 
See Item 5.

8  Lord Adonis: reflections on city regions, growth and devolution
 
The Rt Hon. the Lord Adonis attended the City Regions Board to discuss 
the recommendations of his Growth Review, as well as share his candid 
reflections on where the Board might want to seek to take the debate on 
cities and devolution.

Lord Adonis identified the following as key issues arising from the Growth 
Review:

 There are currently 39 LEPs but reform is enviasaged, possibly 
based upon travel to work and authority boundaries;

 The relationship between an LEP and its combined authority was 
key

 The nature of encouragement  required to stimulate creation of 
combined authorities should likely mirror LEP boundaries

 With respect to the structure of combined authorities, a permissive 
approach should be followed, allowing authorities to propose 
models that suit them.

Members noted the report and the points made by Lord Adonis in 
discussion.

9  Minutes of the previous meeting
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were noted as an accurate record.
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Appendix A -Attendance 

Position/Role Councillor Authority

Chairman Sir Richard Leese CBE Manchester City Council

Vice-Chairmen Cllr Paul Watson Sunderland City Council
Cllr Marco Cereste Peterborough City Council

Deputy-Chairmen Cllr Abigail Bell Hull City Council
Mayor George Ferguson CBE Bristol City Council

Members Cllr Peter Rankin Preston City Council
Mayor Jules Pipe Hackney London Borough Council
Cllr Helen Holland Bristol City Council
Cllr Tudor Evans Plymouth City Council
Cllr Jon Collins Nottingham City Council
Cllr Sean Anstee Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council
Cllr Barry Anderson Leeds City Council
Cllr Ravi Govindia Wandsworth London Borough Council
Cllr Robert Alden Birmingham City Council
Cllr Sian Reid Cambridge City Council
Cllr Simon Letts Southampton City Council
Mayor Sir Steve Bullock Lewisham London Borough Council

Apologies Cllr James Alexander City of York Council
Cllr Ranjit Banwait Derby City Council
Mayor Joe Anderson OBE Liverpool City Council
Cllr Roger Lawrence Wolverhampton City Council
Cllr Sir Albert Bore Birmingham City Council
Cllr Keith Wakefield Leeds City Council
Cllr Nick Forbes Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

In Attendance John O’Brien         London City Councils


